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ABSTRACT

A study of beech-magnolia forests and adjacent habitats in southern Rankin County,
Mississippi, in 1995, resulted in the documentation of twelve species of angiosperms con-
sidered rare or imperiled in Mississippi. In addition, populations of several vascular plant
species previously known only from localities considerably farcher south, eicher in the
southern Longleaf Pine Belt or Coastal Pine Meadows physiographic regions, were discov-
ered during the course of field surveys. The rare or unusual species reported herein from
the extreme northern edge of the Longleat Pine Bele in central Mississippt are Aster adnatus,
Hypericum galioides, H. setosum, Hyptis alata, 1licium flovidanum, Ludwigia linearts, Melanthium
virginicum, Mikania cordifolia, Panax quinguefolinm, Persea palustris, Platanthera cristata, Pluchea
foetida, Polygala boykinii, Rhapidophyllum bystrix, Sabatia campanulata, Schisandra glabra,
Stewartia malacodendron, Triphora trianthophora, and Verbesina waltevi. Iris cristata 1s reported
as occurring at the southern periphery of its range in Rankin County. The associated plant
communities of these taxa are also discussed.

RESUMEN

Un estudio de los bosques de Fagus grandifolia-Magnolia grandiflora y hibitats adyacentes
en el sur del Condado de Rankin, Mississippi, en 1995, dio como resultado la documentacion
de doce especies de of angiospermas consideradas raras o en peligro en Mississippi. Ademas,
fueron descubiertas poblaciones de varias especies de plancas vasculares previamentce
conocidas s6lo en localidades mucho mas al sur, tanto en el sur de las regiones de Longleaft
Pine Belt o de Coastal Pine Meadows, durante los muestreos de campo. Las especies raras o
poco frecuentes que se citan aqui del extremo norte del Longleaf Pine Belt en Mississippi
central son Aster adnatus, Hypericum galivides, H. setosum, Hyptis alata, licin floridanii,
Ludwigia linearis, Melanthium virginicum, Mikania cordifolia, Panax quinguefolium, Persea
palustris, Platanthera cristata, Pluchea foetida, Polygala boykinii, Rbapidophyllum hystrix, Sabatia
campanulata, Schisandra glabra, Stewartia malacodendron, Triphora trianthophora, y Verbesina
walteri. Iris cristata es citado en el extremo sur de su drea en el Condado de Rankin. Se
discuten también las comunidades vegetales asociadas de estos taxa.

INTRODUCTION

Rankin County is located in central Mississippi, due east of and adjacent
to Hinds County, in which the city of Jackson is located (Fig. 1). The south-
ern part of Rankin County is included in the Longleat Pine Belt physi-
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I1G. 1. Location of Rankin County, Mississippi.

ographic region (Lowe 1921). The flora of this area, as well as other areas in
the northern Longleat Pine Belt of Mississippi, is poorly known. Botanical
investigations conducted in the southern part of this physiographic region
include Harper (1914), Carter and Jones (1968), Mills and Jones (1969),
and Rogers (1977); therefore, a considerable body of information concern-
ing vascular plants already exists for that portion of the state. The main
purpose of this study was to inventory beech-magnolia forests, referred to
as Southern Mixed Hardwood Forests by Ware et al. (1993), and adjacent
habitats at the norchern periphery of the Longleat Pine Belt in southern
Rankin County, especially for vascular plant species listed as rare or imper-
tled by the Mississippi Natural Heritage Program (1996). Springs, bogs,
and bay swamps at or near the sources of streams and longleaf pine-scrub
oak communities on the surrounding ridges were surveyed as well as che
Southern Mixed Hardwood Forests. Characteristic species of each commu-
nicy type are listed in Tables 1, 2, and 3. Field work in this area has re-
sulted in the discovery ot additional populations of twelve species of plants
constdered rare or imperiled in Mississippi, as well as new stations for sev-
cral species at the peripheries of their ranges.
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Fic 2. Soils and geologic formations in southern Rankin County, Mississippi.

Soils in the study area are primarily of the Smithdale-Providence-
Kisatchie, Smithdale-Providence, Savannah-Quitman, and Quitman-
Kirkville associations (Cole et al. 1987). Providence soils are derived trom
loessial deposits; Smithdale soils are included in the Citronelle Formation;
Kisatchie and Savannah soils comprise the Catahoula Formation in this
area; and both Quitman and Kirkville soils are classified in the Vicksburg
Formation (Fig. 2). According to Cole et al. (1987), Smithdale-Providence-
Kisatchie soils are mostly deep, well-drained, medium acid to extremely
acid soils on rugged dissected upland with narrow ridgetops, steep hill-
sides, and short drainageways; they also state that shallow to deep ravines
and outcrops of sandstone and siltstone are frequently associated. Perme-
ability is moderate to very slow, available water capacity 1s moderate to
low, and texture ranges from clay to silt, loam, and sand. Smithdale-Provi-
dence soils are mostly well-drained, medium to very strongly acid soils on
rolling to hilly upland ridgetops and steep hillsides. Permeability 1s mod-
erate to moderately slow (in the fragipan), available water capacity is mod-
erate, and texture is mostly loamy to silty. Savannah-Quitman soils are
mostly deep, moderately well-drained, strongly to very strongly acid soils
on gently sloping stream terraces and sloping uplands. Permeability 1s
moderate to moderately slow, available water capacity 1s moderate, and
texture 1s mostly loamy. Quitman-Kirkville soils occupy nearly level areas
on stream terraces and floodplains and are mostly deep, moderately well-
drained, strongly acid to very strongly acid soils. Permeability is moderate
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to moderately slow, available water capacity is moderate, and texture is
usually a ine sandy loam.

Elevation above sea level in southern Rankin County ranges from ap-
proximately 220 teet in the loodplain of the Pearl River to about 612 feet
on Shiloh Hill (Cole et al. 1987). Both the Pearl River and its tributary, the
Strong River, drain this region, and a ridge dividing the two watersheds
crosses the area in a southwest-northeast direccion.

Due to urban expansion in western Rankin County near the city of Jack-
son, agricultural practices, and the lumber industry, much of the native
vegetation has been drastically altered; however, many sites still exist that
are minimally disturbed, especially in areas that are too steep ro clear. South-
crn Mixed Hardwood Forests (beech-magnolia forests) are well-developed
primarily in deep ravines, on norch- and west-facing slopes and bluffs above
streams, and 1n rich creek bottoms.

The terminology of physiographic regions in Mississippi in the discus-
sion of noteworthy vascular plant species follows Morris (1989) as adapted
from Lowe (1921). Other works consulted in the compilation of this paper
in addicion to those specifically cited in the following discussion include
Clewell (1985), Godtrey (1988), and Radford et al. (1968). Herbarium
abbreviations follow Holmgren et al. (1990) except MMNS (Mississippi
Museum of Natural Science, Jackson, Mississipp1), NGC (North Georgia
College, & State University, Dahlonega, Georgia), and mwm (Michael
Wayne Morris, pers. herb.).

NOTEWORTHY SPECIES

ARALIAGCEAE

Panax quinquefolium L. Mississippi. Rankin Co.: ca 10 km SE of Star, 25 Aug 1995,
Morris 4484 (MMNS). Ginseng occurs here in rich hardwoods on a gentle, N-facing slope
in the relacively Hac Dabbs Creck bottom. The species is listed as rare or uncommon in
Mississippt (MNHP 1996), and it is found at widely scatcered localities mainly in the
norchern and central portions of the state in the Loess Bluff, Norch Central Plateau. Inte-
rior Flatwoods, Pontotoc Ridge, Black Prairie, Tennessee River Hills, and Jackson Prairie
Regions (Morris et al. 1993). It 1s now known south to Wilkinson, Hinds, Rankin, Smith.
and Lauderdale counties (MNHP 19906).

ARLECACEAE

Rhapidophyllum hystrix (Pursh) Wendl. & Drude. Mississippi. Rankin Co.: ca 9 km
W ot Puckett, 26 Aug 1995, Morris 4497 (IBE, MMNS). Needle palm 1s classitied as rare
in Miussissippt (MNHP 1996), and this site on the undulating terrace of Campbell Creek is
at the norchwestern periphery of the species’ entire range in the southeastern United States
(Clancy 1988). This population consists of one large and two small crowns of the same
genetic individual on che upper bank of a large scream near its confluence wich Campbell

Creck. Rankin County was not included in the total range of needle palm by Clancy (1988).
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TaLe 1. Characteristic species of Southern Mixed Hardwood Forests in southern Rankin County.

Overstory

Acer barbatium

A. rubruni

Carya glabra

C. tomentosd

Castaned dentalta
Fagus grandifolia
Liguidambayr styraciflua
Liviodendron tulipifera
Magnolia grandiflora
N }'J‘.\'d 5y / vaticd

Pinus glabra

Aescitlus pavia
Amelanchier arborea
Asimina parviflora

A. triloba

Carpinus cavolintanda
Chionanthus virginicis
Cornus [lorida
Erythrina herbacea
Grelseminm sempervivens
Halesia dipteva
Hamamelis virginiana
Hydrangea quercifolia
Hypericum hypericordes
H. /N‘U/!I/.l'c‘//m

[lex ambigua var. ambigna

[. ambicna var. monticola
[. decidna

[. opaca

Antennaria solitaria
Arisaenta dracontium
A. quinatim
Aristolochia serpentaria
Asclepias varviegata
Brintonta discoidea
Chamaelivizem lutenn
Desmodinm nudiflorun
Epifagus vivginiana
Ervigeron pulchellus
Hexastylis arifolia
[sotria verticillata
Lilinm michanxii
Matelea carolinensis
Medeola vivginiana
Mikania cordifolia
Mitchella repens

;

Pinus taede
Prunus serotind
Quercus alba

Q. falcata

Q. laurifolia
(. michainxii
(). nigra

Q Pag ode

O. shumardii

S

(). velutina

A~

[1l1c0 comevicancd

Understory Trees, Shrubs, and Woody Vines
y ,

[{licium flovidanum
Lindera benzoin
Magnolia macrophylla
Ostrya virginiana
Oxydendyum arboreun
Prunus mexicana

Ptelea trifoliata
Rhbanmus caroliniana
Rbhapidophyllum hystrix
Rhododendron canescens
Schisandra glabra
Sebastiana [ruticosda
Smilax pumila

S. smallii

Stewartia malacodendron
Styrax grandifolia
Symplocos tinctoria
Vaccininm avborenm

V. elliottii

Herbs

Panax quinguefolinm
Phyryma leptostachya
Polymnia nvedalia
Polystichum acrostichoides
Prenanthes serpentaria
Sanguinaria canadensis
Smilacina racemosa
Spigelia marilandica
Thelypteris hexagonoptera
I, kunthii

Tipularia discolor
Trillium cuneatum
Uvularia perfoliata

U. sessilifolia

Viola affinis

V. palmata

V. walters
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Tasre 2. Characteristic species of seeps, springs, bogs, and bay swamps in southern Rankin County.

M

Woody Species

Acer rubrum

Aronia arbutifol 1
Cephalanthus vccidentalis
Deciemaria barbara
Hypericum crux-andreae
[tea viveinica

[yonia ligustrina
Magnolia vireiniana
Myrica certfera

M. /n'fw‘u/)/.).)'//d

Nyssa sylvatica var. biflora

Aletres anrea

Aster sericocarpordes
Bartonta paniciulata
Cacalia ovata

Carex ¢lancescens

C. lurida
Chasmeanthium laxun
Cyperus haspan
Drosera capillaris
Lleochares microcarpe
E. tuberculosa
Llephantopus nudeat iy
Evyngium integrifol inm
Eupatoviwm [istulosmn
E. perfoliatum

L. votundifolium

. semiserratiom
Futvena squarrosa
Crvatiola pilosa
Hydrolea ovata
Hoypericum gynmanthim
H. setosum

Hyptis alata

Juncus marginati
Lechea minor
Lespedeza capitata
Liatres spicata

Lanum strictim
Ludwigra hirvtella

[.. linearis

Lycopodinm alopecurordes

z

Persea palustris

Prnus taeda

Quercus lanrifolia

. nigra

R hododendron canescens
Smilax lanrifol ia
Toxcodendron vernix
Veeccrninm corymbosunt
Viburnum dentetin

V. nudun

Herbs

[ysimachia lanceolata
Melanthiun: viveiniciom
Mutreola petiolata

M. sessilifolia
Osmundea cinnanioniea
(). reealts

Oxypolis rigidior
Pantcum microcarpon
Platanthera ciliaris
P. clavellata

P. cristala

Pluchea foetida
Polygala cruciata

P martana

Shexta niariana

K. vireica
RbOyuchospora olobulariy
IX. 'Q/()l)/(‘)'c"/fc'l

K. gracilenta

K. 1nexpansa

K. rariflora

Sctbatia campanilata
Soltdago patula

S, rigosi

Spiranthes praecoa
Viola primulifolia
Woodwardia areolata
Nyris difformi

X. iridifolia

N. forta
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TasLe 3. Characteristic species of longleat pine-scrub oak communities in southern Rankin County.

Woody Species

Caryd pallida

C. tomentosda
Castanea puniila
Ceanothus americanits
Celtis tenuifolia
[lex vomitoria
Malus angustifolia
Myrica cevifera
Nyssa sylvatica
Pinus echinata

P. palustris

Agave virginica
Asclepias amplexicanlis
A. verticillata

Aster adnatis

A. concolor

A. linariifolins
Aureolaria pectinata
Bonamia humistrata
Crot ())10/).\‘[.5’ el U 10
Cyperns plukenetii
Danthonia sericed
Desniodium laevigatum
Eryngium yuccifolium
Eupatorium albun
Gymnopogon ambiguits

ASTERACEAE

Pinus taeda

Prunus umbellata
Quercus falcata

0. hemisphacerica

Q. marilandica

(), vtellata

Rbus copallina
Toxzicodendron toxicarum
Viccininm arboveum

V. staminenm

Herbs

Lespedeza hirta

[.. stuever

[Liatris squarrosa

.. squarrilosa

Monarda punctata
Onosmodim vivgintanum
Pityopsts graminifolia
Polygala nana
Ptevidinm aquilinun:
Sctbatia brachiata
Schizachyrium scoparinm
Seymeria cassioides
Solidago odova

Lephrosta vivginiana
Viola pedata

Aster adnatus Nuct. Mississippi. Rankin Co.: ca 3 km SSW of Star, 1 Aug 19953,
Morris 4390 (IBE). Chainleat aster 1s locally intrequent at chis locality near sandstone and
siltstone outcrops on a longleaf pine ridge. Previously chis interesting species was known
from sandhills in Jasper (Carraway 1990) and Smich (Lowe 1921) counties and south to
the Gulf of Mexico. The Rankin County population extends the documented range of
chainleaf aster northwestward in Mississippi by about 70 km.

Mikania cordifolia (L.f.) Willd. Mississippi. Rankin Co.: ca 4 km NE of Puckertt, 21
Aug 1995, Morris 4459 (IBE, MMNS, NGC, SWSL). Characteristic of blutfs and thickers
in rich hardwood torests, this hempweed 1s considered rare to uncommon 1n Mississippi
(MNHP 1996); and it is present at the northern edge of its range in Rankin County.
Orcherwise, 1t 1s found in Mississippi from Jones County[(Morgan 1979); (2 Aug 1978,
Morgan 1076, 1BE)} in the Longleaf Pine Belt and Claiborne County (MNHP 1996) in the

Loess Blutts southward. Based on herbarium records, the species appears to be most com-

mon in the southern Loess Blutf Region. At the Rankin County site, M. cordifolia 1s tound
in rich hardwoods on the natural levee of Purvis Creek.

Pluchea foetida (L.) DC. Mississippi. Rankin Co.: ca 8 km SW of Johns, 7 Aug 1995,
Morres 4406 (IBE, NGC). This species is present at the margin of longleat pine woods in a
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secpage area along a gas pipeline. Prior to this collection, P foetida was only documented
in Mississippi from Clarke Councy [(17 Aug 1892, Boydstrum s.n., MISSA), (19 Jul 1967,
Jones 14501 & Jones, MISS)} to Stmpson Councy (15 Jul 1970, Jones 19253, MISS) and
south to the coast.

Verbesina walteri Shinners. Mississippt. Rankin Co.: ca 2 km SE of Puckerr, 9 Aug
1995, Morres 4423 (IBE, NGC). Verbesina walteri occurs here at the edge of damp decidu-
ous woods 1n the floodplain and on the natural levee ot the Strong River. This composite
appears to be restricted to the shaded margins of moist hardwood forests in the Longleat
Pine Belt in Mississippi from Smith (11 Occe 1968, Temple 10761, MISS) and Rankin to
Claiborne (Lowe 1921) counties and south to Forrest County (Rogers 1977), except for one
curious old record from Tishomingo County in the extreme northeastern corner of the

stacte (Lowe 1921).

CLUSLACEAR

Hypericum galioides Lam. Mississippi. Rankin Co.: ca 6.5 km SE of Brandon, 24 Jul
1995, Morris 45340 (IBE, NGC). This population is in a seepage area along a stream and
constitutes the northernmost record of H. galwwides in Mississippi. Prior to this collection,
the species was documented trom Lawrence {(24 Jun 1957, Ray 8283, MISSA); (6 Jul
1966, Jones 7722, MISS)} to Wayne counties and tarther south. Thus, this is a range exten-
sion of about 75 km from the nearestc locality.

Hypericum setosum L. Mississippi. Rankin Co.: ca 8 km SW ot Johns, 28 Jul 1995,
Morres 4563 (IBE, NGC). This St. John's-wort occurs at the margin of longleaf pine woods
1N a seepage area along a gas pipeline. Previous records ot H. setosun in Mississippi are from
Lawrence (31 Aug 1966, Jones 9982, MISS) to Clarke counties and southward. Thus, the
Rankin County population extends the species” known range norchwestward in the state

by about 65 km.

GENTIANACEAE

Sabatia campanulata (L..) Torr. Mississippi. Rankin Co.: ca 8 km SW of Johns, 28 Jul
1995, Morres 4370 (IBE, NGC). A local, but dense, population of this rose gentian 1s at
the margin of longleat pine woods in a seepage area along a gas pipeline. Representing a
significant range extension in Mississippi, this station is approximately 100 km norchwest
of the nearest populations in Lamar (27 Jun 1967, Jones 13616, MISS), Forrest (Rogers
1977), and Wayne (21 Jul 1955, Ray 5050, MISSA) counties.

[LLICIACEAE

[llictum flortddanum Ellis. Mississippi. Rankin Co.: ca 2.5 km E of Pucketr, 14 Aug
1995, Morris 4439 (IBE, NGC, SWSL): ca 10 km SE of Star, 25 Aug 1995, Morris 4482
(IBE). The first population of star anise cited here is present in a ridge bottom forest in the
Hoodplain of the Strong River. This ridge bottom is adjacent to several small swampy

depressions, and . flovidanum locally dominates the understory in the transicion area to the

depressions. The latcer population of star anise occurs in rich hardwoods and around low-
lying arcas in the undulacing Dabbs Creek bottom and also locally dominates the under-
story. These Rankin County sites are the norchwesternmost stations recorded thus far for /.
floridanum in Mississippi. Elsewhere in the state, it is known from Copiah (29 Apr 1956,
Ray 5468, MISSA) ro Lauderdale (22 Nov 1969, Clonts 464, IBE) counties and southward.
[RIDACEAE

Iris cristata Ait. Mississippi. Rankin Co.: ca 3 km E of Scar, 17 Aug 1995, Morres 4445
(IBE). This collection documents the southernmost population of crested dwart iris known
in Mississippt. At this site, [ crostata 1s on the lower slope above a bay swamp in a deep

ravine. The very slender rhizomes and relatively broad leat blades of this 1. cristata speci-
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men helped avoid confusion with . verna, which has much thicker rhizomes and usually
more narrow leat blades. In addition, I. verna 1s only known to occur south and east of
Rankin County. The closest voucher specimens of I. ¢ristata are from Carroll County 1n the
Loess Blutt Region (16 Apr 1990, Barbour 7053, IBE),and Winston (24 Apr 86, Smith
1982, IBE) and Kemper (6 Apr 72, McDaniel 15805, IBE) counties in the Norch Central
Plateau. Each of these collections 1s at least 150 km north or northeast of the Rankin

County population.

LAMIACEAE
Hyptis alata (Raf.) Shinners. Mississippi. Rankin Co.: ca 10 km W of Puckert, 2 Au-
gust 1995, Morris 4392 (IBE, NGC). Usually found in bogs, flatwoods, wet thickets and
clearings (Godfrey & Wooten 1981), musky mint occurs here in a boggy depression at the
edge of longleaf pine woods. This is as ftar north as H. @lata has ever been recorded in
Mississippi. Jones (1976) shows that H. a/ata is mostly distributed from Amite to Greene
counties and southward in Mississippi except for one population in Copiah County (4 Aug
1966, Temple 3808, MISS), about 60 km southwest of the Rankin County site. There are
three additional peripheral populations, one in Covingron County about 50 km due south-
cast of the Rankin Councty station (30 Jun 1962, McDanzel 53265, IBE), and two 1n Jones
County about 85 km distant (21 Aug 1974, McDanzel 19180, IBE; 1 Sep 1978, Morgan
1178, IBE).
LAURACEAE
Persea palustris‘ (Raf.) Sarg. Mississippi. Rankin Co.: ca 5 km NNE of Johns, 25 Jul
1995, Morris 4343 (IBE); ca 9 km SW of Johns, 27 Jul 1995, Morris 4355 (IBE, NGC).

The first collectlon was made in a branch bay between ridges with dry longleat pine woods,

and this documentation of P. palustris 1s the most northern record of the species in Missis-
sippi. At this locality, some individuals of swamp bay are at least 7 m 1n height. The
second collection was made from a small 5 m tree in a well-developed bay swamp wichin
Southern Mixed Hardwood Forest. Prior to these records, the documented range of swamp
bay in Mississippi was from Simpson (8 Mar 1986, Stewart 1780, IBE) and Jones [(Morgan
1979); (28 Dec 1978, Morgan 1544, IBE)} counties southward to the Gulf Coast.

LILIACEAE

Melanthium virginicum L. Mississippi. Rankin Co.: ca 3.5 km E of Star, 7 Aug 1995,
Morris 4409 (IBE, MMNS). Considered imperiled to rare in Mississippt (MNHP 1996),
Virginia bunchflower is present at this site in a bay swamp at the base of steep, sandy
ravines; of 46 plants in this population, 20 had undergone anthesis and were forming
capsules. The species i1s known in Mississippi trom the following physiographic regions:
Tennessee River Hills (MacDonald 1996), North Central Plateau (Morris 1987, 1988
Winstead 1990), Longleat Pine Belt (Carter & Jones 1968, Rogers 1977), and Coastal Pine
Meadows (MNHP 1996).

ONAGRACEAE

Ludwigia linearis Walt. Mississippt. Rankin Co.: ca 8 km SW ot Johns, 30 Jul 1995,
Morris 4380 & Morris (IBE). The population of this seedbox consists of scattered individuals
in a low, wet seepage area at the margin of longleat pine woods along a gas pipeline.
Ludwigia linearis occurs here at the northwestern periphery ot its range in Mississippi.
Prior to this study, it was known from Simpson to Lauderdale counties and tarcher south in
the Longleaf Pine Belt and Coastal Pine Meadows, with the exception of two records of the
species in Monroe County in the Tennessee River Hills (Jones 1974: MacDonald 1996).
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ORCHIDACEAL

Platanthera cristata (Michx.) Lindley. Mississippi. Rankin Co.: ca 10 km SE of Bran-
don, 31 Jul 1995, Morris 4584 (IBE, MMNS). Approximately 105 individuals of this
species co-occur with an equally large populacion of P. ciliaris in moist to wet Harwoods
along a gas pipeline and adjacent ro dry-mesic woods with scactered longleat pines. Crested
fringed orchid is listed as rare in Mississippt (MNHP 19906); favored habitats are pitcher
plant bogs, bay swamps, relatively open grass-sedge meadows along spring branches, and
wet Hatwoods primarily in the eastern and southern portions of the state excluding che
Black Prairie and Jackson Prairie regions.

Triphora trianthophora (Swartz) Rydb. Mississippi. Rankin Co.: ca 10 km SE of Star,
25 Aug 1995, Morris 4485 (mwm). Three birds orchid is found at this site in Southern
Mixed Hardwood Forest on a gentle, N-tacing slope in the undulating Dabbs Creek bot-
tom. It 1s an imperiled to rare species in Mississippi and has been documented only at
widely scattered localities in the northern parc of the state south to Smith and Clarke
counties (MNHP 1996). Rankin is at the southwestern periphery of its range.

POLYGALACEAE

Polygala boykiniu Nutt. Mississippi. Rankin Co.: ca 6 km SE of Brandon, 24 Jul 1995,
Morrey 4338 (IBE; NGC, mwm). Growing along the border of upland pine-oak-hickory
woods at chis localicy, P boykinir appears to be restricred to the Longleaf Pine Bele, eastern
Jackson Prairie, extreme southeastern North Central Plateau, and soucthern Black Prairie
regions in Mississippi based on herbarium records at IBE, MISS, and MISSA. Thus, with
the addition of this collection, the species ranges to Rankin and Hinds (Lowe 1921) coun-
tres 1n the northwese and Noxubee (11 Jun 1966, Marler 23, MISS; 14 Jun 1966, Marler
.., MISS) and Lowndes (Lowe 1921) counties in the northeast.

SCHISANDRACEAE

Schisandra glabra (Bickn.) Rehd. Mississippt. Rankin Co.: ca 10 km SE of Star, 24
Aug 1995, Morris 4480 (IBE, MMNS). Scarlet woodbine is very local here, consisting of a
population of 8 vines on a rich, well-drained terrace in the Dabbs Creek bottom. This
woody vine 1s rare to uncommon in Mississippt (MNHP 1996). Although known from the
Longleat Pine Belt (Rogers 1977) and the western Norch Central Plateau (Winstead 1990),
S. glabra 1s most common 1n the Loess Bluffs (Morris 1987, 1988).

THEACBEAR

Stewartia malacodendron L. Mississippi. Rankin Co.: ca 11 km SW of Florence, 26
Jul 1995, Morres 4348 (IBE, MMNS, NGC, SWSL); ca 9 km SW of Johns, 27 Jul 1995,
Morres 4553 (IBE, MMNS); ca 11 km ESE of Brandon, 5 Aug 1995, Maorris 4599 (IBE,
MMNS). Silky camellia 1s a rare to uncommon shrub 1n Mississippt (MNHP 1996), and
these Rankin County populations mark the northernmost known occurrence of the species
in Mississippt. Previously, S. malacodendron was documented from Copiah to Smith and
Wayne counties and southward in the Longleat Pine Belt (MNHP 1996). The first Rankin
County station 1s an extensive system of rich ravines with many N-facing slopes above
Bear Creek; a total of 48 stems, some of which are 5-6 m tall. in four colonies comprise the

population of silky camellia here. The northernmost populacion is on the lower slope of a
N-facing ravine on Shiloh Hill, the highese point in the county, and the population south-

west of Johns 1s on a steep, N-facing slope above a bay swamp.
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